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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance 2015-522
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: July 28, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU; R
Date of Analysis: July 31, 2015
Type of Action: Ordinance Amendment
Bill Summary: The ordinance regards Chapter 674 (Disaster Preparedness and Civil Emergency); it amends Part 7 (Debris Removal from Private Streets and Other Private Property), Ordinance Code, to provide for technical changes to Chapter 674, Part 7, and to create a new Subsection 674.706(B) (Emergency Roadway Clearance), Ordinance Code, requiring private communities with entrance gates to keep their gates open during emergencies.
Background Information: Generally, debris removal from private property following a disaster is the responsibility of the property owner.  However, when large-scale disasters deposit enormous quantities of debris on private property over a large area that results in immediate threats to public safety, the State or local government may need to enter private property to remove debris.  In removing this debris, immediate threats to public safety are removed and it ensures economic recovery of the affected community.  The new Subsection on Emergency Roadway Clearance mandates that upon the declaration of a disaster emergency, particularly for a hurricane, gated communities are required to keep their gates open to allow access for emergency vehicles. 
Policy Impact: Public Works/Ordinance Code
Fiscal Impact: Minimal
Analyst: Jackson
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